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Legal Landmines in Rx Pricing Laws: What’s
a State to Do? 
As states pass a growing number of laws to curb drug prices, the
pharmaceutical industry has filed legal challenges to new legislation
on pharmacy benefit managers, price gouging, and price
transparency. This new NASHP legal brief, Navigating Legal
Challenges to State Efforts to Control Drug Prices: Pharmacy Benefit
Manager Regulation, Anti-Price-Gouging Laws, and Price
Transparency, and introductory blog by NASHP Executive Director
Trish Riley analyze the legal claims industry groups have made
against these new bills, including that they violate the Dormant
Commerce Clause, the Employee Retirement Income Security Act,
and federal patent and trade secret laws. The brief’s in-depth legal
analysis suggests how states can minimize legal challenges as they
draft new legislation in 2020.

State Medicaid Quality Measurement
Activities for Women’s Health
State Medicaid agencies promote women’s overall health and
improved birth outcomes in a number of ways, including performance
measurement and incentives to enhance preventive care, chronic
disease management, and perinatal care. This interactive 50-state
scan and chart highlight states’ managed or accountable care
performance improvements and system transformation initiatives to
improve women’s health and reduce infant mortality.

State-based Marketplace Leaders Share their
Successes, Growth, and Concerns
State-based marketplace (SBM) leaders met in Washington, DC last
week to share their success and growth – which outpaces that of
states that use the federal marketplace. Participants included officials
from two states (NJ and PA) that are transitioning to the SBM model,
which gives states more control over marketplace operations and
outreach. The leaders shared their experiences with federal officials
and aired concerns about federal actions that could undercut their
marketplace enrollment successes. Read a blog on the meeting and
explore a map detailing each state’s marketplace model.

#NASHPCONF19 Is Over, but its
Innovations Continue to Inform and Inspire
NASHP’s 32nd Annual State Health Policy Conference is over, the
conference totes have new uses, but what policymakers learned
during the three-day event in Chicago continues to inform and
inspire. In October, NASHP will make dozens of conference
presentations addressing Rx drug and health cost controls, opioid
treatment, surprise medical billing, hospital consolidations, and social
determinants of health available at its website. Stay tuned!

Jobs 

 
NASHP Project Director,
Center for State Health Care
System Costs

 
NASHP Policy Associate,
Chronic and Vulnerable
Populations

 
NASHP Research Analyst,
Center for State Health Care
System Costs

 
NASHP Policy Associate,
Center for State Health Care
System Costs

Resource of

the Month 

States Take Action
to Improve and
Expand Early
Childhood
Education
NASHP features States Take
Action to Improve and
Expand Early Childhood
Education highlighting how
states are implementing
innovative early childhood
policies and programs
through budget
appropriations, executive
orders, and legislative
initiatives. View other
resources at the Healthy
Child Development State
Resource Center, supported
by the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation. Submit
new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org. 

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges.  
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