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Hospital Price Transparency: The Next Frontier 
Florida Considers Wholesale Rx Importation Program from Canada
NASHP Features New Health Equity Resource Page
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Hospital Price Transparency: The Next
Frontier
In January, the federal government began requiring hospitals to
publicize their standard charges for all items and services to improve
consumer access to hospital cost and quality transparency. But these
publicized costs are not the prices paid -- they are often just the
starting point against which commercial payers negotiate discounts.
In this blog, Josephine Porter, director of the University of New
Hampshire’s Institute for Health Policy and Price and co-chair of the
All-Payer Claims Database Council, and Trish Riley, NASHP executive
director, examine the importance of state all-payer claims databases
to uncover the differences between “charges” and “prices paid.” 
Shutterstock.com

Florida Seeks to Establish a Wholesale Rx
Importation Program from Canada
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis recently announced plans to create a
wholesale Canadian drug importation program to ensure residents
have access to safe, effective, lower-cost prescription drugs. Bills
have been introduced in both the Florida House and Senate, which
convene this week, calling for establishment of the importation
program. If enacted, Florida would apply to the federal government
for authority to implement the program. Florida is the 14th state in the
country to consider a wholesale drug importation program. For more
information about the status of states’ drug importation legislation,
check NASHP’s Legislative Tracker or explore its Drug Importation
Model Legislation and Toolkits.

NASHP Features New Health Equity
Resource Page
Despite its high cost, most health care spending ignores critical
determinants of health, such as poverty, housing, violence, the
environment, and health behaviors. However, when states promote
health equity and give all residents an equal opportunity to live a long
and healthy life despite race, gender, education, income, or zip code,
states achieve improved, long-term health outcomes. A new NASHP
toolkit showcases effective state efforts to achieve health equity,
improve care, and prioritize the social determinants of health.  
Shutterstock.com

Faced with Rising Rx Prices, States Can
Legislate and Negotiate
Speaking at a recent Massachusetts Association of Health Plans
policy forum, NASHP Executive Director Trish Riley said that
increased pressure on state budgets from rising drug prices in
Medicaid and employee health programs and uncertainty over how
the federal government will act has led states to propose dozens of
bills to contain drug costs this year. "It's one thing to look at the prices
today … and the black box of how those prices are set," she said.
"It's another to think about what the future holds. What's going to
happen with specialty drugs, the new biologics, immunotherapy, the
great new advances? If we can't afford what we have now, where do
we go in the future?"

More States Require Doctors to Offer
Naloxone with Opioid Prescriptions
New state laws and regulations are requiring providers to write
prescriptions for both opioid painkillers and naloxone, a drug
overdose reversal drug. Doctors in California, Virginia, Arizona, Ohio,
Washington, Vermont, and Rhode Island must now “co-prescribe”
when writing prescriptions for Vicodin, OxyContin, Percocet,
morphine, codeine, and fentanyl to counter overdose deaths from
these drugs. States are working hard to find any policy lever they can
find to reduce overdose deaths, explained Kitty Purington, NASHP
senior program director. Read the Kaiser Health News article here.

Leveraging State Purchasing Power to Lower
Health Care Spending
2-3:30 p.m. (EST) Thursday, March 7, 2019  
This webinar explores how Montana is using reference-based pricing
and North Carolina is implementing it to tackle rising health care
costs for state employee insurance. During the webinar, state health
policy officials who are working to standardize prices paid to hospitals
to maintain access and keep spending in check, will discuss their
initiatives and answer questions. Register here.   
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NASHP Webinars 

Reference-Based Pricing,
Leveraging State
Purchasing Power to
Lower Health Care
Spending 
2-3:30 p.m. (EST)  
Thursday, March 7, 2019  
 
Webinar: Cross-Agency
Approaches to Substance
Use Disorder Prevention
and Treatment 
4-5 p.m. (EST)
Wednesday, March 20,
2019 

Webinar: State Tools to
Lower Medicaid
Prescription Drug Costs –
Exploring Payment
Methodologies for Retail
and Physician-
Administered Drugs
2-3 p.m. (EST)  
Friday, March 29, 2019 

Jobs 

 

NASHP Research Analyst –
Chronic and Vulnerable

Populations
 
NASHP seeks an entry-
level research analyst for its
Chronic and Vulnerable
Populations Team. View the
full job description.   

 

NASHP Health Policy
Associate - Child and Family

Health Team
 
NASHP seeks a policy
associate for its Child and
Family Health Team. Click
for the full job description.   

Resource of

the Month 

Resources to Help
States Improve

Integrated Care for
Children

In March, NASHP features its
Resources to Help States
Improve Integrated Care for
Children issue hub. Integrating
children’s care improves early
identification and treatment of
health issues that can improve
children’s well-being and avoid
costly medical, special
education, foster care, and
criminal justice expenses. The
hub also provides valuable
resources for states interested
in the Integrated Care for Kids
(InCK) Model and others
working to implement payment,
coverage, and cross-agency
strategies to improve for
integrated care coordination of
behavioral, physical and
health-related social needs for
children eligible for Medicaid or
the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP). Check out
other resources at the Healthy
Child Development State
Resource Center, supported by
the David and Lucile Packard
Foundation. Submit new
resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org.
Shutterstock.com

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges.  
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