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Environmental Health Pioneer Gary Cohen to
Open #NASHPCONF19: Climate Change as
an Opportunity for State Health Policy
Innovation
The National Academy for State Health Policy’s 32nd annual
conference kicks off with an important talk — Addressing the Climate
Crisis: An Opportunity for State Health Policy Innovation — by Gary
Cohen, founder and president of Health Care Without Harm and
Practice Greenhealth.

States Lead on Surprise Medical Billing
Protections, Congress Poised to Follow
States are at the forefront of protecting consumers from surprise
medical balance billing, which occurs when consumers are billed for
the balance of services they unexpectedly receive from an out-ofnetwork provider or facility. More than half of all states have enacted
some level of protections and congress is now considering a federal
approach to address surprise balance bills. Three bills have been
introduced in the Senate, each differs in which insurer and provider
markets are targeted, how reimbursements are handled, and the
exact circumstances in which consumers are protected. See our
detailed summary of current congressional proposals.

States Tackle Hepatitis C with New Rx
Purchasing Strategies and Research
With hepatitis C infections increasing and costly but effective drugs
now available, state leaders are looking for new strategies to afford
drugs and research to guide their treatment approaches. During a
recent NASHP webinar, Louisiana and Washington officials discussed
their plans for an innovative drug-purchasing approach that uses
negotiated fixed price payments to gain unlimited access to
prescription drugs for individuals with public health coverage and
ongoing research from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute (PCORI) related hepatitis C was highlighted. Read the blog
and listen to the webinar.

NASHP Awarded New Grant on Family
Caregiving from The John A Hartford
Foundation
NASHP has been awarded a three-year grant from The John A.
Hartford Foundation to develop a comprehensive resource and
dissemination center on family caregiving. The grant will fund
NASHP’s RAISE Act Family Caregiver Resource and Dissemination
Center, a national focal point for resources, technical assistance,
and policy analysis for states and the broader community of
stakeholders interested in this important and timely issue. Read
more.
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Palliative Care Benefits, Services, and
Savings Spread to More States
Palliative care -- patient-centered and cost-effective care that helps
individuals with serious illness better manage the symptoms and
stressors of disease – is attracting patients and the attention of state
policymakers. Adding palliative care to treatment improves health
outcomes and quality of life while lowering medical costs, and states
are increasingly extending palliative care benefits to Medicaid
beneficiaries and encouraging provider training. A recent Pew
Stateline article highlights its growth across the nation and cites
NASHP’s palliative care policy resources.

LAST CALL: Rising Star Award Nominations
End Friday, June 7!
Do you know an outstanding state health policymaker who has up to
seven years of experience and has demonstrated exceptional
leadership, innovation, and commitment to promoting quality health
policy? Help NASHP recognize rising leaders and nominate them for
NASHP’s 2019 Rising Star Award. The award is presented at
NASHP’s 32nd Annual State Health Policy Conference, Aug. 21-23,
2019, in Chicago. The winner will receive an all-expense-paid trip to
#NASHPCONF19. Nominations can be submitted here and must be
made by a current state government employee by Friday, June 7,
2019.

Webinars
Webinar: Merging and Integration of
Medicaid Data with Non-Medicare Data
Sources

Jobs

Project Director – Chronic
and Vulnerable
Populations
NASHP seeks a project
director for its Chronic and
Vulnerable Populations team.
View the full job description.

Health Policy Associate –
Population Health
NASHP seeks a policy
associate for its Population
Health team. View the full job
description.

3-4:30 p.m. (ET) Wednesday, June 12, 2019
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Vermont’s ACO Model Rewards Providers for
Early Childhood Screenings
This month, NASHP features its fact sheet, Vermont Uses an
Accountable Care Organization Model to Promote Developmental
Screenings during Well Child Visits. The Medicaid Next Generation
Model is designed to increase developmental screening of young
children during well-child visits to identify and treat delays, improve
care, and contain costs. View other resources at the Healthy Child
Development State Resource Center, supported by the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation. Submit new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org.

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges.
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