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Top Headlines
Which Health Care Issues Are Getting Governors’ Attention in 2019?
State Laws Help Spur Congressional Action on Drug Prices
State Exchange Leaders Express Concern about Potential Rule Changes

Featured Stories
Which Health Care Issues Are Getting
Governors’ Attention in 2019?
In their 2019 state of the state and inaugural speeches, 48 governors
– including 20 newly-elected -- highlighted their key health care
policies and proposals for the year ahead. They tackled behavioral
health, Medicaid expansion, the opioid epidemic, rising prescription
drug costs, and a significant number cited the growing unaffordability
of health care coverage. View a chart comparing the health topics
each governor addressed and read a blog detailing what health care
issues are getting the most attention from governors. Next week,
NASHP explores governors’ upstream health priorities.

Webinars
NASHP Webinars

Reference-Based Pricing,
Leveraging State
Purchasing Power to
Lower Health Care
Spending
2-3:30 p.m. (EST)
Thursday, March 7, 2019
Non-NASHP Webinars

Webinar: Integrated Care
for Kids (InCK) Model Notice of Funding
Opportunity Application
2:30 to 4 p.m. (EST)
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2019
Webinar: Maternal Opioid
Misuse (MOM) Model Notice of Funding
Opportunity and
Application Review
2-3:15 p.m. (EST)
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019

State Laws Help Spur Congressional Action
on Drug Prices
States have responded to unrelenting increases in prescription drug
prices with legislation requiring transparency in how drug prices are
set and how rebates are handled through the supply chain. Federal
lawmakers are following suit and last week introduced legislation that
reflects state law, but leverages far more powerful, nationwide
enforcement clout.

State Exchange Leaders Express Concern
about Potential Rule Changes

Jobs

NASHP Research Analyst –
Chronic and Vulnerable
Populations
NASHP seeks an entrylevel research analyst for its
Chronic and Vulnerable
Populations Team. View the
full job description.

Today, 13 state-based marketplace directors submitted a joint letter to
the US Department of Health and Human Services responding to its
request for comment on possible changes to state insurance rules
that could eliminate automatic re-enrollment and change cost-sharing
NASHP Health Policy
reduction policies by 2021. The directors expressed concern that
Associate - Child and Family
potential changes curtailing those policies would, “create market
Health Team
instability, harm consumers, and intrude on states’ rights to manage
NASHP seeks a policy
their insurance markets.” Read their letter.
associate for its Child and
Family Health Team. Click
for the full job description.

Resource of
the Month

Medicaid Incentives

Q&A: How Connecticut Merged its Medicaid
and Homeless Data
Across the country, states are working to improve the health of
people experiencing homelessness by matching state Medicaid data
with Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) data to track
populations using housing-related services and identify and address
unmet health and housing needs. In this Q&A, two Connecticut state
leaders describe the successes and challenges of merging HMISMedicaid data.

and Measures for
Developmental
Screening
In February, NASHP features its
updated Medicaid Incentives
and Measures for
Developmental Screening map.
State Medicaid agencies
promote early identification of
developmental concerns or
delays in young children in a
variety of ways, including
providing financial incentives

Support #NASHPCONF19 State Leaders
Scholarship Program!
NASHP’s State Leaders Program is a scholarship and continuing
education opportunity designed for public officials in the executive
and legislative branches as well as state agencies. Through the
generous contributions made by sponsors of the State Leaders
Program, officials are able to attend NASHP’s 32nd annual health
policy conference and access the tools and resources they need to
advance health policy in their states. State leaders benefit from
learning best practices and innovative solutions from the nation’s
leading experts and making meaningful connections with other state
officials. Become a Leaders Program Scholarship supporter and help
ensure your state leaders have the opportunity to attend
#NASHPCONF19, Aug. 21-23, 2019 in Chicago!

and establishing performance
measures. This map
showcases how states have
increasingly established
measures or incentives for
managed care organizations or
providers to increase
developmental screening.
Check out other resources at
the Healthy Child Development
State Resource Center,
supported by the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation.
Submit new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org.

Coming Soon: HRSA Rural Opioid Treatment
and Prevention Grant Opportunity
The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) recently
announced the Rural Communities Opioid Response Program’s
(RCORP) implementation funding opportunity, which will award about
75 three-year grants of $1 million each to support access to opioid
use disorder treatment and prevention in rural areas. Networks or
consortiums of public and private organizations working in HRSAdesignated rural areas are eligible to apply. To learn more about the
initiative, visit HRSA’s website.

Leveraging State Purchasing Power to Lower
Health Care Spending
2-3:30 p.m. (EST) Thursday, March 7, 2019
This webinar explores how Montana is using reference-based pricing
and North Carolina is implementing it to tackle rising health care
costs for state employee insurance. During the webinar, state health
policy officials who are working to standardize prices paid to hospitals
to maintain access and keep spending in check, will discuss their
initiatives and answer questions. Register here.

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges.
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